THE OMAN VON SANDERS AFFAIR                501
at this time, because she feared it might lead to a conflict
between the Great Powers; and also because, being toler-
ably well situated in Asiatic Turkey and enjoying much
influence at Constantinople, she wanted to preserve the
status quo as long as possible, or at least until the Powers
could agree upon an amicable and mutually satisfactory
basis of division.252 A few days later Delcasse sent the
French Government the gloomy warning: "The falling to
pieces of Turkey has already begun, or is about to begin,
and Germany will occupy a position guaranteeing to her
all the advantages of a partition."253
The Liman von Sanders Mission originated with the
Young Turk desire to westernize and modernize the admin-
istration of the Ottoman Empire. Soon after seizing power
they had invited a number of distinguished foreigners to
help them: two Frenchmen, M, Laurent, as financial ad-
viser, and M. Baumann, to train the Turkish gendarmerie;
a French trained jurisconsult, M. Leon Ostrorog, to assist
in judicial reforms; Sir Richard Crawford to reorganize the
customs service; Sir William Willcocks to start irrigation
works in Mesopotamia; two other Englishmen, Admiral
Sir Douglas Gamble and Admiral Limpus were to reorganize
and train the navy, while a German General, Von der Goltz,
who had already been in Turkish service, was to spend part
of his time in training the Turkish army.
Von der Goltz, however, had found his position difficult
on account of the lack of unity among the Young Turk of-
ficers, their tendency to mix politics with military matters,
and their unwise system of promotions. He also complained
of the lack of authority in his own hands, and eventually
252 For evidences that Germany was strongly opposed to the partition
of Asiatic Turkey, though of course if the Entente Powers forced it, die
wanted to have her fair share, see GP,, XXXIV, 207, 219 ff., 2291, 255 f.;
XXXVII, 474ff.;  XXXVIII, 41-48, 54-66, 93ff.,  129,  196-202;  Conrad,
III, 669ff.; and Brandenburg, 389ff. [Eng, trans, p. 456ff.].
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